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The Veteran in a New Field
Identification
The veteran in a new field is an iconic mid-19th-century oil painting by Winslow Homer. The painting depicts a farmer harvesting grain in a field. The farmer is revealed to be a union veteran not only by the title of the painting but also by his discarded army jacket and canteen at the lower right corner of the canvas. Homer completed this painting in autumn of 1865 just a few months after the battle of the Appomattox courthouse. The painting has a lot of symbolic representation depicted in everyday life activities such as harvesting wheat. 
Subject Matter
The portrait is both historical and allegorical but the allegory dominates the whole painting due to the nature of symbolism present. The painting depicts a solitary figure who has his back to the viewer cutting wheat with a scythe. At his front which is the background of the painting is an endless field of wheat as tall as he is and above him is a bright blue sky signifying a sunny day. There appears to be a jacket at the lower right corner of the canvas but it is hard to tell whether he was a union or confederate soldier because the color of the jacket is unclear. The figure in the painting is however wearing a white shirt that symbolizes purity and good.
Frame and Pictorial Area
The dimensions of the painting are 61.3 cm by 96.8 cm and it is a horizontal painting that gives a wider view of the character and the field. The ratio that depicts the proportion of height to width in the painting is 1:2 thus illustrating the horizontal nature of the canvas. The shapes have a harmonious relationship to the frame because they come together in a unified way. The existing relationship makes the canvas format appropriate for the subject because we get a good view of the field and the clear sky with the central figure occupying the center of the painting. The frame cuts shapes dividing the area inside the painting into borders encompassed as the sky, wheat standing in a field, and wheat that lay on the ground after having been cut.
Technique and Composition
The veteran in a New field painting uses canvas for support and the oil on canvas as a medium, this was the conventional material for painting in the 19th century. The painting is composed of blue, brown, white, and ocher in varying degrees. The colors used are bright and warm thus adding a sense of sunlight into the picture. The figure seems carefully painted in a thick way but the wheat stalks are made of very quick brushstrokes which help to convey the sense of movement of both the scythe and the wind. The colors in the painting are mostly opaque but the sky is transparent allowing the brightness of the sun to be seen through it. The painting has a simple organization with different parts categorized in a geometrically ordered way. The horizontal arrangement does not allow any form of organization to dominate the picture. There is bilateral symmetry in the colors of the painting as well as other objects such as the standing wheat in the field as well as the sky. The symmetry highlights major contrasts and relationships within the elements of this picture.
The elements of the painting which include the foreground, the background, and the figure all have adequate spacing and this enables the painting to be realistic hence making it an example of realism. There are just a few elements taking up the available space and some of the elements such as the wheat field have been repeated to show how vast the field is. The individual unit objects are few because it is only the farmer and the wheat field in the picture with the sky above. The figure is relatively small in relation to the picture and the outside world. The size of the farmer in relation to the wheat in the field looks real in comparison to what is the reality in most wheat farms. The shapes are both regular and irregular with the cut wheat being irregular on the ground while the uncut wheat maintaining a uniform and regular shape. The emphasis is on the central object who is the farmer with a bright white shirt and the objects have been highly decorated with details to make them appear real.
The lines are obscure because they are not clearly expressed within the painting rather, they are implied in a direct way. The colors used are warm and bright with some of the colors being plain but saturated such as the wheat in the field and the blue sky. The few colors used have a wide palette mostly used to bring contrast especially between the already cut wheat and the ones still standing. The dominant color is warm to show a bright day. Also, there is an extreme contrast in the colors of two large areas that is the sky and the wheat field. There seems to be a consistent light source which is the sun and this is evident because the backside of the farmer is well lit as compared to his front side. The source is from within the painting thus creating shadows to clarify space and form. Apart from emphasizing a certain part of the picture such as the sky, light has also created a mood of both optimism and sadness.
The space is shallow and screened to allow viewers to focus on the important elements, this is because it looks like one is standing behind the figure watching him harvest wheat. The emphasis is mainly on solids such as the figure and the wheat in the field while a linear perspective has been used in the painting to bring out the illusion of depth. Also, the main interest in the painting is near to the viewer with the figure’s white shirt and the wheat’s warm color drawing attention easily. Space in the painting is suggested by the relationship between objects; those near the observer such as the cut wheat on the ground and those that recede into space such as the sky above. There is a minimal degree of illusion because of the little use of lights and shade contrast.
The painting was intended to portray not only a political view but also ordinary life especially of soldiers who have returned from war. The painting portrays dual differences in life and death because it shows the sacrifices America made during the war and the experiences of Americans as they recovered from the war. The setting in the picture is peaceful and sunny thus suggesting an end to hostilities that happened in America in the mid-19th century. The figure has his back to us making him mysterious and lonely because he is alone in the field working.
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